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Sustainable Development Strategy 2018-2023 

• Approved in September 2018 

• Strategy co-drafted with: 

–148 NCC staff 

–30 regional stakeholders 

–650 members of the general public 
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Vision 

We protect our precious legacy, the natural and cultural 
heritage of the National Capital Region. We work with 

community partners for a green and inclusive region. We value 
the health and well-being of all residents and visitors. We take 
action on climate change, build resilient infrastructure, protect 

natural capital, promote sustainable agriculture and safe 
communities, and connect Canadians with nature.  
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Sustainably managed lands and forests 

• Adopt a forest strategy 

• Control the spread of invasive 
plant species 

• Promote the connectivity of 
ecosystems and natural habitats in 
the National Capital Region 

• Renew the Corporate Natural 
Resources Action Plan 



Importance of trees 

• Recognizes the value of trees in 
improving air quality, water 
quality and mitigating the effects 
of climate change through storage 
and sequestration of carbon 

• Understands the positive impact of 
vegetation cover in relation to 
physical and mental health of 
citizens 
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Current tree policy 

• Management recommendations 
for natural habitats and high 
valued ecosystems 

• Urban Lands Master Plan 

–Tree protection and compensation 
measures 



Forest Strategy for NCC lands 

• To be adopted by 2019-2020 

• Considers natural and cultural 
heritage values 

• Focuses on urban tree protection 

• 100,000 trees to be planted 

 



Tree canopy assessment 

• In partnership with the City of 
Ottawa and Ville de Gatineau 

• Working with the Spatial 
Analysis Laboratory, University 
of Vermont 

• Automated and manual extraction 
using LiDAR data and high 
resolution imagery 

 



Natural capital and social equity 

• Economic value of the services 
provided by: 

–Urban forests  ($9,352) and  
rural forests ($4,193) 

• Social equity: 

–Socio-economic and health 
data to prioritize planting 
areas 

 

 

 



Next steps 

• Draft the forest strategy (2019) 

• Get your input and work in 
collaboration with regional 
partners 

• Event at NCC Urbanism Lab 
(April 2019) 

• Continue to protect trees and 
regional forests 

 

 



Web Links 

• Sustainable Development Strategy 2018-2023 

• Natural Capital: The Economic Value of the National Capital 
Commission’s Green Network 

http://ncc-ccn.gc.ca/our-plans/sustainable-strategy
http://s3.amazonaws.com/ncc-ccn/documents/natural_capital_economic_value_ncc_green_network_final_dec_1_web.pdf?mtime=20170504151740
http://s3.amazonaws.com/ncc-ccn/documents/natural_capital_economic_value_ncc_green_network_final_dec_1_web.pdf?mtime=20170504151740
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